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Notes
The goal of this work was to create in a single place a reasonably comprehensive collection of arms used by people in what is now the United States of America which could be used both as an armorial and (using a text search or something similar) ordinary of arms used by Americans. The collection comes in two parts: this Word (.docx) document containing Notes, Sources, and Key to Sources; and an Excel spreadsheet (.xlsx). I chose Excel for the collection itself, as I have found that the entries are much easier to manipulate in Excel than they are in Word. It is possible to sort the arms by surname (as I have done here), by the blazons of the arms, by the blazons of the crests, or by the source, or by more than one of these at a time.
The origin of this collection began back in 2015, when – as a researcher with an interest in American heraldry – I was lamenting the absence of any kind of decent centralized source for looking up coats of arms used by individuals in the United States. Doing research on American heraldry often required looking into a number of separate sources, and the time involved in doing that was sometimes enough to make me postpone researching whatever had temporarily caught my attention. But then I thought that I have access to most of the sources available, and there was nothing to prevent me from creating my own “research tool” collection of American heraldry. So I began to convert the sources available in .pdf format into Word (and also begin the clean-up of such documents, since the conversion process is never really clean), and to manually type in arms from sources which were not digitized in any form. The collection is an on-going one, and will be added to as I find additional sources and get the time to input the individual arms and crests into it.
Inclusion of a coat of arms (or crest) in this collection does not speak to whether the arms were authorized by an heraldic authority, self-assumed, or simply “borrowed” from another family of the same or similar name without any legal right to their use. They are included because they appeared in the source cited as being or having been used by someone of that surname here in what has become the United States.
Because some of the sources used have included arms from some of the other sources used (e.g., the American Heraldry Society’s Roll of Early American Arms includes arms from Crozier’s General Armory, a source which I consulted directly), some duplication of arms may have occurred. I have combined such duplicate entries with a double (or triple, or more) citation in the “Source” column, except where one source included the crest and the other did not, or in cases where the blazons were sufficiently different to warrant using separate citations (e.g., where one source blazoned details such as arming and languing, and the other did not).
I have tried to conform the blazons to modern spellings (e.g., “fess” instead of “fesse;” “dancetty” instead of “dancetee;” using the specific number in place of “as many;” “bendwise” instead of “bendways;” etc.) and practice, substituting the names of the tinctures for the generally confusing “of the field,” “of the first,” “of the last,” etc. (Where the tinctures “of the last,” etc. actually are confusing, I have entered the tincture I think it is supposed to be followed by “[?]”; e.g., “Azure on a fess argent three dolphins gules a bordure engrailed of the last” has become “Azure on a fess argent three dolphins gules a bordure engrailed argent[?],” as a red border on a blue field is less likely than a white one in American heraldry, as American heraldry is generally based on British heraldic usage.) I have also used the less confusing “counter-ermine” for “ermines.” Where blazons were given in French in the source, I have translated them into English but followed that with the French blazon in square brackets for comparison.
Where a tincture is missing, the omission is from the source.
As another shortcut, I have replaced “a sword argent, hilted and pommeled or” and “a sword proper, hilted and pommeled or” with simply “a sword proper.” I have also in some cases dropped posture and/or orientation of some charges when they are the expected heraldic default (e.g., “a sword erect” has become “a sword;” “a dexter hand couped erect” has become “a hand;” “an arm erect” has become “an arm;” “a demi-lion rampant” or “a demi-lion erect” has become “a demi-lion;” “two wings displayed” has become “a pair of wings”). Nor have I blazoned diminutives of fauna: e.g., “three eagles,” not “three eaglets;” “six lions,” not “six lioncels.” Where a charge is blazoned as a “fer-de-moline” in a source, I have reblazoned it as a “millrind.” “A chapeau gules, turned up ermine” has been reblazoned as “a chapeau proper.” Despite their use as canting charges, “leveret” and “coney” have been reblazoned as “hare.”
Where there may be more than one acceptable spelling of a term, I have generally used the spelling given in An Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Heraldry by Julian Franklyn and John Tanner. (Not always, however; I prefer the slightly longer “jambe” to Franklin and Tanner’s “gamb.” I can only rationalize this by noting that the three heraldic dictionaries I use the most, Franklyn and Tanner, J.P. Brooke-Little’s An Heraldic Alphabet, and Parker’s A Glossary of Terms Used in Heraldry, between them give me four different spellings of the term: jambe, jamb, gambe, and gamb. If you prefer one of the other spellings, please feel free to do a global Find and Replace; my feelings won’t be hurt, I promise.
I have followed the older convention of blazoning a zig-zag line of division as “indented” except in the case of a charge (such as a fess) which zig-zags across the field, which is blazoned as “dancetty,” without regard to the number or size of the indents. And in an effort to reduce the potential for confusion, I have tried to follow the convention of blazoning the tincture of a mullet before noting whether the charge is pierced (e.g., “Sable a mullet or pierced,” rather than “Sable a mullet pierced or.” The latter has the potential to be misconstrued as making the piercing or without stating the tincture of the mullet). Where the piercing is of a different tincture than the underlying field (or charge, if the mullet is placed on a charge, I have blazoned it specifically (e.g., “Or a mullet sable pierced argent”).
Where it appears, the “badge of a baronet” is the symbol of a British baronet, Argent a sinister hand [couped appaumy] gules. Where it appears, the “badge of a baronet of Nova Scotia” is Argent a saltire azure overall an escutcheon Or a lion rampant within a double tressure flory counter-flory gules.
In the entries taken from Bolton’s American Armory, I have let myself be guided by a letter concerning that work written in 1947 by Dr. Harold Bowditch of the Committee on Heraldry of the New England Historic Genealogical Society:
[T]here is one curious thing in [Bolton’s] blazon: an inability to interpret what is meant by “of the field”, which means, of course, bearing the same tincture as does the field. He took it [to] mean “as in the arms”, i.e. of the same tincture as the charge, which of course makes it all wrong. For instance, suppose the arms are: Argent a chevron between 3 leopard’s faces sable – Crest, a leopard’s face as in the arms. This means that the crest is a leopard’s face sable. In describing such a crest, Bolton would say: Crest, a leopard’s face of the field, i.e. argent.
As a consequence, in this collection of American heraldry, where Mr. Bolton blazons the tincture of a crest as “of the field,” I have blazoned it with the tincture of the charge as it is in the arms.
On another note on Bolton, he uses the word “star” inconsistently. Sometimes it appears to mean “mullet” and sometimes it may mean “estoile.” (This is not an issue restricted to Bolton’s blazons: “For example, the stars in the arms of Innes of that Ilk, Argent three stars azure, have been emblazoned variously with straight rays, with wavy ones, with six rays or with five, with stout rays or slender ones, which leaves much latitude for interpretation: what is the distinction between a star and an estoile?” [“Findlater: An Armorial Journey,” John Hamilton Gaylor, Tak Tent, The Heraldry Society of Scotland, Newsletter No. 78, Winter 2018, p. 10]) I have in such cases tried to make my “best guess” as to his meaning, but without being able to see the depictions of the arms in question, it is sometimes hard to be certain.
I have tried to catch and correct the spelling errors (some made by typing the blazons in by hand, others from the computerized conversion of a .pdf document to a Word document). But with the sheer number of entries, some typographical errors may remain. I apologize for any that have been missed. If you should find something that you consider to be an error, please feel free to bring it to my attention (you can email me at davidbappleton@att.net), since I would like to correct any errors in my own copy of this collection.
David B. Appleton
Duncanville, Texas, U.S.A.
February 23, 2018
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